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Abstracts

The uniqueness of bioenergetic analysis lies in the wide variety of facets that it incorpo-
rates. While advanced bioenergetic therapists and trainers may have a clear understanding
of the many aspects of bioenergetic analysis, this article introduces several new concepts
and outlines seven distinct facets that together make up the exquisite amalgam of the
bioenergetic approach to psychotherapy. These include psychodynamic theory, character
analysis, the physical dynamics of character structure, transference and countertransfer-
ence, the therapist’s use of self with an available heart, resonating with the patient, and
the new concept of the pendulum illustrating both regression to progress and progression
to regress. Throughout the article, we explain these areas and offer references for further
understanding. We include case examples to illuminate some of these principles, such as

regression to progress and progression to regress.

Keywords: character structure, regression, relational trauma, therapist-patient resonance,

therapist’s use of self

Uma Reflexdo sobre a Extraordinaria Améalgama da Analise Bioenergética
(Portuguese)

A singularidade da Andlise Bioenergética estd na enorme variedade de facetas que cla
incorpora., embora terapeutas bioenergéticos experientes ¢ fzainers possam ter uma com-
preensdo clara dos seus muitos aspectos, estre artigo apresenta varios conceitos novos e
salienta sete facetas distintas que, juntas, configuram a extraordindria amalgama da aborda-
gem bioenergética na psicoterapia. Elas incluem: teoria psicodinimica, analise do cardter,
a dinimica fisica da estrutura de cardter, transferéncia e contra-transferéncia, o uso, pelo
terapeuta, de si mesmo, mas com o coragao aberto, ressoando com o paciente, ¢ 0 novo

conceito do péndulo — ilustrando tanto a regressio para o progresso como o progresso para
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a regressao. Ester artigo explica aquelas dreas e oferece referéncias para uma melhor com-
preensdo do assunto. Incluimos exemplos de casos, para ilustrar alguns desses principios,

tais como I'Cgl‘CSS’:).O para o Pl’OngSSO ¢ progresso para a ngl’CSSﬁO.

Une réflexion sur 'amalgame exquis de l'analyse bioénergétique (French)

La particularité de 'analyse bioénergétique réside dans la grande variété de facettes quelle in-
tegre. Bien que les thérapeutes et les formateurs bioénergétiques avancés puissent avoir une
compréhension claire des nombreux aspects de Ianalyse bioénergétique, cet article intro-
duit plusieurs nouveaux concepts et décrit sept facettes distinctes qui, ensemble, constituent
Pamalgame exquis de 'approche bioénergétique 4 la psychothérapie. Il s’agit notamment
de la théorie psychodynamique, de l'analyse du caractére, de la dynamique physique de la
structure du caractere, du transfert et du contre-transfert, de l'utilisation du soi par le thé-
rapeute avec un ceeur volontaire, de la résonance avec le patient et du nouveau concept de
pendule qui illustre a la fois la régression vers le progres et la progression vers la régression.
Tout au long de l'article, nous expliquons ces domaines et proposons des références pour
une meilleure compréhension. Nous incluons des exemples de cas pour clarifier certains de

ces principes, tels que la régression vers le progres et la progression vers la régression.

Una riflessione sullo squisito amalgama dell’analisi bioenergetica (Italian)

L'unicitd dellAnalisi Bioenergetica risiede nell’ampia varietd di sfaccettature che incorpora.
Mentre i terapeuti e i formatori bioenergetici avanzati possono avere una chiara com-
prensione dei numerosi aspetti dellAnalisi Bioenergetica, questo articolo introduce diversi
nuovi concetti ¢ delinea sette sfaccettature distinte che insieme costituiscono lo squisito
amalgama dell’approccio bioenergetico alla psicoterapia. Questi includono la teoria psico-
dinamica, 'analisi del carattere, le dinamiche fisiche della struttura del carattere, il transfert
cil controtransfert, I'uso del sé da parte del terapeuta con un cuore disponibile, la risonanza
con il paziente ¢ il nuovo concetto del pendolo che illustra sia la regressione al progresso
che la progressione alla regressione. In tutto l'articolo spieghiamo queste aree ¢ offriamo
riferimenti per una maggiore comprensione. Includiamo esempi di casi per chiarire alcuni

di questi principi, come la regressione al progresso e la progressione alla regressione.

Eine Reflexion auf das exqusite Amalgam der bioenergetischen Analyse (German)
Das Einzigartige der bioenergetischen Analyse liegt in der Vielfalt ihrer Facetten. Wih-
rend erfahrene bioenergetische Therapeuten und Trainer sicher ein klares Bewusstsein
dieser mannigfachen Aspekte der bioenergetischen Analyse haben, fihrt dieser Beitrag
verschiedene neue Konzepte ein und beschreibt sieben unterschiedliche Aspekte, wel-
che zusammengenommen das exquisite Amalgam des bioenergetischen Ansatzes in der

Psychotherapie ausmachen. Dieses Amalgam beinhaltet psychodynamische Theorie, Cha-
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rakteranalyse, die korperliche Dynamik der Charaketerstrukturen, Ubertragung und Ge-
geniibertragung, Gebrauch des Selbst seitens des Therapeuten mit einem offenen Herzen,
die Resonanz mit dem Patienten sowic ein neues Pendelkonzept, welches sowohl die Re-
gression zum Fortschritt als auch die Progression zum Riickschritt erldutert. Im Laufe des
Beitrags erkliren wir diese Bereiche und bicten Hinweise fiir ein vertieftes Verstindnis.
Wir fithren auch klinische Beispiele an, um einige dieser Begriffe wie z.B. die Regression

zum Fortschritt und die Progression zum Riickschritt zu erkliren.

Pa3mbiluneHne 06 n3bICKaHHOM COUYEeTaHMM BUOIHEPreTUYECKOTO aHaNn3a
(Russian)

VHHUKAIBHOCTh OHOAHEPreTHYECKOTO aHAIN3a 3aKJII0YaeTCsl B IIMPOKOM Pa3HO00-
pa3um acreKkToB, KOTOpbIE OH BKIIOYAaeT B cebsi. B To BpeMs Kak MPOIBUHYTHIC
6I/IO3H€pF€TH‘I€CKI/I6 TEPaICBTbl U TPEHEPHLI MOTYT MUMETb YE€TKOC IMPEACTABICHUC
O MHOTHUX acCIICKTax 6H03HepreTI/I‘IeCKOFO aHaJim3a, 3Ta CTarbs BBOAWUT HCCKOJIb-
KO HOBBIX KOHL[CHIII/Iﬁ 1 OUCPpYUBACT CEMb PA3JIMYHBIX ACII€KTOB, KOTOPbIE BMECTE
COCTaBJIAKOT U3BICKAHHYHK CMECh 6H03HepFeTI/I'l€CKOFO rnoaxoJa K Incuxorepanuu.
K HuMm OTHOCATCA TNCUXOAMHAMUYCCKas TEOpHUA, aHAJIU3 XapaKTepa, (bl/I3I/I‘IeCK8.5{
JVUHaAMHUKa CTPYKTYPbl XapaKTepa, NEPEHOC U KOHTPHEPEHOC, OTKPLITOCTL CEpALA
TepaneBTa KakK I/IHCprMQHT, pe30Hch C MaMCHTOM, M HOBAsl KOHLCIILMA MasATHH-
Ka, WUTIOCTPUPYIOIIAsi KaK perpecc K Mporpeccy, Tak u mporpecc k perpeccy. Ha
l'[pOTSDKCHI/II/I BCEM CTaTbU MBI OG’I)S{CHHGM 9TU BCIIHU U npe/:maraeM CCBUJIKHU 1A
JAIbHENUIIEro MOHUMaHUA. MBI IPUBOIMM KOHKPETHBIE MPUMEPHI, YTOOBI MPOMII-
JIFOCTPUPOBATh HEKOTOPBIE U3 DTUX IPHUHIUIIOB, TAKUE KAK PErpecc K Iporpeccy u
MPOTPECCUPOBAHUE K PETPECCy.

Reflexion sobre la exquisita amalgama del analisis bioenergético (Spanish)

La singularidad del andlisis bioenergético radica en la diversidad de facetas que integra.
Aunque los terapeutas y formadores bioenergéticos con mds experiencia suelen tener una
comprensioén clara de los diversos aspectos del enfoque, este articulo introduce varios con-
ceptos nuevos y describe siete facetas distintas que, en conjunto, conforman la exquisita
amalgama del andlisis bioenergético en psicoterapia. Estas facetas incluyen la teorfa psi-
codindmica, el andlisis del caricter, las dindmicas fisicas de la estructura del caracter, la
transferencia y contratransferencia, el uso del terapeuta de sf mismo con un corazén abier-
to, la resonancia con el paciente y el nuevo concepto del péndulo, que ilustra tanto la
regresién hacia el progreso como la progresion hacia la regresion. A lo largo del articulo,
se explican estos aspectos y se ofrecen referencias para profundizar en su comprension.
Ademds, se incluyen ¢jemplos clinicos que ilustran algunos de estos principios, como la

regresién hacia el progreso y la progresion hacia la regresion.
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SHERIAEN NP IFEISEE IR 2 (Chinese)

RE  FADNSRHREZAETERESINAAEE. RASRBIRENNDHETT IHFEIHRT
BENTIRIABN N DB S T EE BB TRE , EAXNAT VMRS | FR T RIS D DA
AT AENEANRERE  RESEHEMMA T RESN N STLIERT 7ENEIAS, HEReE
CIEENAFIRR, ABO. AREMNIENN, BIEMRBE. BT nEE —OnNERER.
S5BEHG , UREBMRITEIHSFMES BRTHWEREE, EERXER , AL
HITTHRR , HRETHE-SERNSEAN, REFIET —LRORIABEPH—LRM , WA
IRITRH ST S FUIRTT,

Introduction and Personal Note

In this article, I'd like to share how I came to understand Bioenergetic Analysis
and how to present/teach bioenergetics to students who are in the process of be-
coming bioenergetic therapists. I believe I have a unique perspective, having been
astudent of bioenergetics for over 50 years, an IIBA trainer for over 40 years, and
a patient, student, and colleague of Dr. Alexander Lowen for 25 years. I encour-
age others with similar rich experiences to contribute their unique perspectives.

As the title of this article states, bioenergetics is exquisite in how it integrates
many theoretical psychotherapeutic approaches. The most profound is the inte-
gration of the body with the psyche. Further, bioenergetic therapy offers more
than a specific technique or even a series of techniques. The bioenergetics ap-
proach incorporates a complex combination of factors to address the full range
of issues clients present effectively.

While staying true to the IIBA curriculum, I found that using the frame-
work presented in this article gives a rich, comprehensive, and simplistic way of
understanding and teaching the exquisite amalgam that is bioenergetics. I have
crystallized the ways I work as a bioenergetic therapist into seven distinct cate-
gories, which I will describe in this article.

Finally, Laurie Ure has enriched this article with her writing and editorial
skills. She has added useful therapeutic examples and has brought my ideas alive
and more relatable. I hope you enjoy reading our joint effort.

Psychodynamic theory

The foundation of our understanding of our clients, as bioenergetic therapists,
rests in psychodynamic theory — that is, the understanding that early childhood
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experience profoundly impacts a person, including both who they are and the
problems they bring to the therapy. In bioenergetic therapy, we integrate basic
Freudian theory and other psychodynamic theories, including Self-Psychology,
Object Relations Theory, Attachment Theory, etc.

Psychodynamic theories further influence our understanding that childhood
experiences impact a person’s development and current perceptions of the world.
Bioenergetic theory expands psychodynamic/developmental theory with the be-
lief that early childhood experiences impact the form of a person’s body as well as
their current life functioning.

While we perceive that early childhood experiences form the root of a person’s
struggles, our clients are often unaware of the significance of their childhood. The
past lives in their unconscious, and it becomes our job as therapists to help them
link their past to their present realities. We do this through verbal exploration
of their memories, our understanding of what we see in the shape of their body,
and making connections between the past and their current challenges. In bioen-
ergetic analysis, we also understand that developmental experiences contribute
to how a person functions, what they feel, and their expectations in present rela-
tionships.

By being aware of the significance of psychodynamic understanding, we can,
when appropriate, specifically point out the link between a person’s present sit-
uation and their early experience. This enables us to increase our understanding
of the roots of the client’s presenting problems and offer psychoeducation as a
therapeutic intervention.

In the article “Analysis of Developmental Trauma,” Shahri (2014) excellently
describes the intersection of psychodynamic theories with bioenergetic analysis.
He comprehensively explains theories of child development and their impact on
the formation of the individual. Shahri also covers findings of neuroscience, in-
cluding Polyvagal Theory, and discusses how these theories contribute to the
bioenergetic concept of character structure as rooted in developmental trauma.

Character Analysis

A thorough understanding of character analysis forms the basis of Wilhelm
Reich’s contribution to bioenergetic analysis and the field of psychotherapy.
Reich introduced affect into analysis. In Reichian work, the therapist confronted
the patient’s character, which often elicited an emotional response from the pa-
tient. Reich emphasized how something was said and not just what the patient

Bioenergetic Analysis - The Clinical Journal of the IIBA, 2025 (35) 41
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said. Character analysis aims to make the patient identify their character as a neu-
rotic formation that limits and interferes with vital ego functions.

Character is the basic defensive attitude with which a person confronts life —
e.g., proud, ashamed, sarcastic, seductive, overly friendly, seeking to please oth-
ers.

Additional examples of expressions of character that need to be observed and
analyzed by the therapist include:
haughtiness
sarcasm
whining
hostility
nastiness
passivity
envious
spiteful
bitter
pushy
shy/withdrawn
boisterous
overly polite
overly accommodating
overly happy
smiling all the time

cold

YYYYYYVYYVYYVYVYYVYYVYY

These qualities transcend character structures and become defensive styles to pro-
tect the person from further injury, similar to what they experienced as children.
Therefore, they can be viewed as “defensive styles” of relating to people in their
lives. For further explanation of the concept of defensive style, see the article “De-
fensive Style in Bioenergetic Therapy: What it Means and Why it Matters” (Ure,
2023).

Working with a patient’s defensive style is related to more significant issues
of character analysis. The topic of character analysis warrants additional ongo-
ing and thorough exploration in the bioenergetic community. It is one of Reich’s
significant contributions to the field of psychotherapy and forms the basis for
makingaccurate bioenergetic therapeutic interventions. The better the therapist’s
skill with character analysis, the better they will be at identifying a patient’s de-
fensive style and vice versa.

42 Bioenergetic Analysis « The Clinical Journal of the IIBA, 2025 (35)
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Dr. Lowen said that doing skilled character analysis (and, by extension, iden-
tifying a patient’s defensive style) is the most difficult task for a therapist to
master. It requires a lot of therapeutic experience as well as personal life experi-
ence.

Character analysis includes both a thorough understanding of the person’s
characterological defenses through reading the shape of their body and becom-
ing familiar with their defensive style in relationships. When we have developed
a solid relationship with the client, we can sometimes verbally confront their
character. This analysis can be done through the therapist’s direct statements
highlighting the patient’s harsh reality. Sometimes, interventions such as humor
or gentle teasing work effectively to highlight the point.

Interventions to confront the client’s characterological ways of being require
that the therapist be mature and clear enough to know that they are not projecting
their own feelings onto the client. Further, the therapist has to have an advanced
understanding of the client, being certain that the client will be able to hear and
accept the feedback without it causing them to become more defensive.

Two case examples from Laurie will illustrate this point. The first involves
a client who has a history of being overly nice and fears he will lose the relation-
ship if he expresses himself assertively. Occasionally, he asks to use the bathroom
before a session by stating in a meek voice: “Would it be okay for me to use the
bathroom before we begin?” I (Laurie) have worked with him for several years (I
would not respond this way with a new client), so I feel comfortable confronting
this defense with teasing by saying something like: “Oh boy, that’s a lot to ask.
I don’t know if it’s okay for you to use my bathroom, maybe you should just
hold it until the end of the session.” In response to this comment, we can laugh
together.

Another client who had a history of severe self-deprivation, including barely
eating enough calories, revealed to me that she sometimes does not eat before her
mid-morning sessions with me. Again, we had worked together for several years at
this time. On one occasion, I noticed that she spoke especially loudly, with pres-
sured speech, and expressed anger about a situation out of her control. I asked if
she had eaten anything before her session that day. When she said she hadn’t and
talked about not wanting to eat out of fear of gaining weight, I realized that her
irritability was likely related to hunger. I stopped her irritable rant and told her
that, going forward, she needed to eat before her sessions. I said I would not see
her that day if she did not eat before she came. While this may sound harsh, I used
this strong intervention to cut through her deeply rooted, characterological habit
of self-deprivation and denial about the impact of poor self-care on her health.
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Her cating habits and self-awareness shifted after this, and she said it helped her
feel that I cared about her.

The Physical Dynamics of Character Structure

One of Dr. Alexander Lowen’s most profound contributions involves correlating
character structure with physical dynamics. He linked tensions he observed in a
person’s body to their childhood experiences that formed their body structure.
He noticed that bodies develop patterns of tension to hold back expressions and
feelings (including both sensations and emotions) that were not allowed or ac-
cepted in the childhood environment.

Dr. Lowen also developed active techniques to confront both the physical dy-
namics and the character structure. These techniques are designed to soften the
physical tensions and, in some instances, strengthen flaccid and collapsed muscula-
ture. He designed all of the techniques to increase blocked energetic flow in patients.

Bioenergetic therapists develop knowledge and experience working with the
body-based techniques of Dr. Lowen. A central aspect of practicing as a bioen-
ergetic therapist includes understanding when and how to use body-based tech-
niques that integrate movement, expression, breath, and emotion combined with
understanding. These techniques include grounding, breathing backward over a
stool, exercise ball, or roller, kicking, hitting, and asserting personal boundaries.
Further, advanced bioenergetic therapists have the flexibility and creativity to de-
sign their own body-based techniques in the moment, to address needs presented
by their clients.

For a thorough explanation of the bioenergetic concept of character structure,
descriptions of each structure, and treatment approaches for addressing them,
see the books The Physical Dynamics of Character Structure (Lowen, 1958) and
Bend Into Shape (Schroeter & Thomson, 2016). Bend Into Shape offers a com-
prehensive reference guide to the bioenergetic character structures and treatment
approaches for each type. It provides valuable information for both bioenergetic
therapists and trainees.

Transference and Countertransference Phenomenon

Understanding the impact of transference and countertransference deepens our
understanding of the relationships our patients experienced in their childhoods,
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and how these influence their patterns and expectations in current relationships.
Transference and countertransference involve recognizing and working with the
unconscious projections of childhood experiences and attitudes of patients onto
the therapist and of the therapist onto the patient.

As bioenergetic therapists, we have the added benefit of working with our
own bodies to understand the patient’s transference and when we are activated by
countertransference. Bioenergetic therapists highly value ongoing in-depth self-
exploration and development of our ability to sort out the impact of transference
and countertransference within therapeutic relationships.

Further, bioenergetic therapists value the use of supervision to separate out
the sometimes complex and intricate dynamics of transference and countertrans-
ference that can occur in long-term therapeutic relationships. The requirements
for certification to become a bioenergetic therapist include extensive personal
therapy and many hours of supervision, which reflect this value. Bioenergetic
training programs also include training in in-depth processing to allow the work-
ing through of transference issues from one’s own childhood.

Robert Hilton, PhD, CBT, discusses a bioenergetic viewpoint of counter-
transference in the article titled: “Countertransference: An Energetic and Char-
acterological Perspective,” which can be found in his book Relational Somatic Psy-
chotherapy: Collected Essays of Robert Hilton, PhD. (Hilton, 2007, pp. 286-293).
In addition, the 2009 clinical journal of the IIBA article contains an article
about countertransference titled: “Personal Musings on Countertransference in
the Context of Becoming a Bioenergetic Analyst” (Mills, 2009). In the article,
Jacqueline Mills describes her experience with countertransferential challenges as
a bioenergetic therapist.

The Therapist’s Use of Self in Relationship
with an Available Heart

The therapist’s understanding and comfort in using his/her unique self to make
therapeutic interventions in the context of an intimate therapeutic relationship
becomes a valuable tool when the therapist feels comfortable using it. In addition,
when the therapist can offer an available, open-hearted connection within the
ethical boundaries of the therapy relationship, this can become an integral part
of the healing dynamic.

In my article titled: “The Therapist’s Use of Self” (Carlino, 1993), I explain

what I mean by the therapist’s use of self and how this differentiates from coun-

Bioenergetic Analysis « The Clinical Journal of the IIBA, 2025 (35) 45



Len Carlino & Laurie Ure

tertransference. I explain how I prefer the term the therapist’s use of self rather
than the psychoanalytic term of sharing the countertransference, stating: “This
(term therapist’s use of self ), I believe, is more consistent with the bioenergetic
tradition and the importance of self-expression for a healthy, functioning person.”
(Carlino, 1993, p. 91).

Further, I discuss how the use of self involves a keen awareness of my bodily
sensations as I sit with the patient and the emotions the patient elicits in me, as
well as an understanding of what the patient may need from me regarding rela-
tional repair from their childhood experience. It requires that I, as the therapist,
maintain solid self-understanding to separate my unconscious countertransfer-
ence from the patient’s real needs in the relationship.

In my article, I outline guidelines and cautions for the therapist’s use of self
within the therapeutic relationship. I describe how honestly sharing my feelings
with the patient requires that I do this solely for the patient’s benefit and not
my own, that I do it within the boundaries of the therapeutic relationship, and
that I maintain awareness of the patient’s ability to handle genuineness responses
in their relationship with me. Finally, I state: “There is no single correct way to
apply the use of self in therapy, but if the therapist is honest, direct, non-judg-
mental and comes from the heart, it will be the most effective” (Carlino, 1993,
p.92).

Most of our patients have experienced wounding within a significant rela-
tionship during their childhood. Healing these wounds requires that the person
have a different relational experience. They learn to love themselves through our
example of demonstrating love and care for them. By offering our heart — man-
ifested in our care for them — we offer them an ability to relate differently to
themselves — with love, respect, and kindness, rather than with contempt, hatred,
neglect, seduction, or smothering.

Modeling a different relationship includes a thorough exploration of the
client’s childhood relational experiences to understand the expectations they
bring into their present relationships. Exploring a person’s relational patterns in-
cludes considering how they have learned to relate to themselves and others —
often with contempt, hatred, criticism, or neglect. Understanding these patterns
requires significant exploration because clients generally cannot tell us about their
childhood relationships, as they are integrated into the person’s beliefs about
themselves and others and their behavior.

Further, relational patterns are generally deeply ingrained and often largely
unconscious. In therapy, we learn about a person’s relational patterns over time
through how they relate to us, what they tell us about their relationships, and
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through asking about their self-talk. Shifting relational patterns requires signifi-
cant repetition and patience.

I (Lauric) described my work with a client on the journey from self-loathing
and deprivation to self-love in an article titled: “The Enduring Power of Bioener-
getic Therapy: From Trauma to Joy” (Ure, 2024). My genuine care for the client,
which I communicated throughout our therapeutic relationship, enabled her to
shift her deep depression into living a life focused on joy. In the article, I described
interactions with my client in which I communicated my care for her. I discussed
how she informed me that it was my care that made the difference, as she shifted
from self-hate and self-deprivation that she learned from her relationship with
her mother to self-love and self-care, which I modeled and expressed throughout
her therapy.

Other articles in the bioenergetic literature elaborate on the theme of the
significance of the therapist’s relationship with the patient. Robert Hilton,
for example, in his book Relational Somatic Psychotherapy: Collected Essays of
Robert Hilton, offers essays about the significance of the therapeutic relation-
ship. He includes an essay titled: “Relationships: Taking the Care” (Hilton, 2016,
pp- 133-140) and another titled: “Ending With an Open Heart” (Hilton, 2016,
pp- 199-214). Elaine Tuccillio offers a rich, in-depth discussion of unconscious
relational dynamics in her article titled: “Somatopsychic Unconscious Processes
and Their Involvement in Chronic Relational Trauma: Somatic Transference and
its Manifestation in Relational, Family and Power Dynamics” ( Tuccillo, 2013).

Resonating with the Patient

Increasing the therapist’s energetic contact with the patient can facilitate under-
standinga patient’s defensive style and character structure and make more accurate
therapeutic interventions. The energetic contact happens when the therapist soft-
ens their character defenses and loosens their ego boundaries. This softening of
personal boundaries enables the therapist to resonate with the patient’s energetic
self. The resonating contact can be compared to a tuning fork, where the patient
represents one prong of the fork, and the therapist represents the other. The task
of the therapist is to have the two prongs resonate together.

When the therapist is in resonance with the patient, contact becomes an en-
ergetic phenomenon, not merely mechanical or intellectual. The therapist can
then use their theoretical and intellectual knowledge, integrated with their res-
onating body experience, to understand what the client experiences and may need
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for growth. Using personal resonance facilitates the therapist’s making profound,
accurate, and grounded therapeutic interventions. While the evolving scientific
research on mirror neurons is inconclusive, it may one day find a neurological
explanation for what makes bioenergetic resonance in therapy a reality.

In his book Character Analysis, Wilhelm Reich (1949) focuses on the impor-
tance of flowing freely in the work rather than clinging to intellectual knowledge.
He states:

“Treatment rests largely on intuitive comprehension and action. Once one has over-
come the typical tendency of the beginner immediately to ‘sell” his knowledge of
the case if one lets oneself flow freely, then the essential basis for analytic work is
established. This ability of the analyst to let himself flow freely in the work, instead
of clinging to his intellectual knowledge, depends, of course, on certain conditions

of a characterological nature ...” (Reich, 1949, p. 137).

As a therapist, I attempt to resonate with what the patient experienced as a child
even before they have expressed it in words or even are conscious of it. This
resonance gives me an energetic insight into what they experienced or didn’t ex-
perience as a child and guides my interventions with the client. Because of the
subtlety in this way of working, learning to resonate with a patient energetically
is the most challenging skill for a bioenergetic trainee to develop.

“The Pendulum:” Regress to Progress
and Progress to Regress

Bioenergetic therapy values the use of regression via catharsis. However, regression
is only productive to the extent that the uncovered feelings can be grounded and
integrated. Similarly, growth via insight alone is not productive unless the insights
are grounded in past pain and trauma. Productive analytic body therapy, thus, in-
volves the ability to increase feelings via both regressive and progressive work.

I believe that the further we can regress in a grounded way, the more we
can progress. Similarly, the more we can progress by strengthening the ego, the
more the ego is capable of regressing. To represent the process of regression and
progression I use the analogy of the pendulum. The swing to the left represents
regression, and the swing to the right represents progression. The further we can
regress, the further we can progress, and vice versa. The left side or regressive feel-
ings represent pain, fear, contraction, the devil, evil, hell, lack of grace, and death.
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The right side, or progressive feelings, represents pleasure, security, expansion,

the God of the self, good, heaven, grace, gracefulness, and life. The following di-

agram further illustrates this:

The Pendulum:
The more we-can regress the more we:can
into our childhood progress into qur
" pain and fear adult pleasure and
security
Contraction Expansion
Devil ‘God of the self
Evil Good
Hell Heaven
-Lack of grace Grace or gracefulness
Death Life

We can also correlate character structure as viewed via the pendulum swings as

follows:

Character Type Regressive Progressive

Schizoid Fear of annihilation Self-Integrity

Oral Longing and insecurity Connected and safe

Narcissistic continuum Denial of the true self Self-possession

Masochistic Feeling constricted and con- | Free and independent
trolled

Rigid Inability to open heart and Open heart connected to sex-
connect with sexuality uality

To give an example of how this pendulum swing works with a patient — L invited a
client to go backward over the stool. In a regressive, cathartic movement, she cried
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strongly to express how frightened and abandoned she felt as a child. After several
minutes of crying, she seemed stuck in the crying, and I believed it had ceased to
be productive. She had lost contact with her adult sense of self, and to stay there
would have affirmed her childhood experience of feeling sad and being alone.

I wanted to help her build tolerance for the pain from her past, which she
could not feel as a child, but also not stay in this overwhelmed state. I wanted her
to separate the past, when she was helpless as a child, from the present, where, as
an adult, she can reach out for what she needs and wants.

Gently, I encouraged her to stop crying and focus on breathing deeply to feel
her body, especially her legs and feet. I then suggested that she lower her pelvis so
it would start vibrating. In this, she can feel herself as an adult woman, with the
capacity to feel and enjoy pleasure in her body, especially in her pelvis. Expanding
this feeling of pleasure disrupts the despondency and despair from her childhood
experience.

The progression includes moving towards a greater sense of self. It involves
deepening the awareness and feeling of what our patients experienced as children
while differentiating that as adults, they have a different reality, with more capac-
ity to build strength and make choices.

Important points regarding the concept of the pendulum:
> The pendulum swing is a natural phenomenon. Grounded regression often

brings forth growth on its own. Patients frequently report that when we iden-

tify their childhood reality and invite them to feel the feelings they could not
feel as children, growth “progression” happens spontancously in their lives.

> Likewise, the more we invite progression, by way of strengthening the ego,
through grounding exercises, asserting boundaries, and expressing strong feel-
ings, the more the patient can tolerate deeper regression.

> As the patient builds tolerance for their painful, regressive feelings, they can
become grounded and embodied in their painful past. This increased toler-
ance makes the movement towards progression to an adult state possible. By
regressing repeatedly, we aim to build tolerance for painful feelings rather
than simply focusing on catharsis. Repeated regression is in the service of
building tolerance for the childhood pain and trauma.

> Every psychotherapy session can have this dynamic of both regression and
progression present. The pendulum swing from regression to progression can
happen cither slowly or rapidly.

> Basic bioenergetic exercises can be used both progressively and regressively.
Kicking, for example, can be used to expand and express childhood impotence
(regression) and with the expression “I didn’t feel seen.” It can be progressive
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when instructing the client to kick with straight legs and strongly express:
“See me!”

> A word of caution: the therapist must be careful only to regress the patient to
the extent that they can integrate and ground the regressive feelings. Regress-
ing the patient with integration and grounding allows growth and vitality, not
flooding, overwhelming, or retraumatizing them with the experience. When
and how to focus on regression vs. progression is a clinical decision that the
therapist makes with caution and expertise.

Conclusion

I use this framework of the seven aspects of bioenergetic analysis when I do ther-
apy. I keep all seven parts of the amalgam in the background of my consciousness
while focusing on one or more of these aspects at any given moment. Based on
my intuitive understanding and observations of what the client presents and how
they respond, I then intuitively rotate the focus from one part of the amalgam to
another. Doing profound bioenergetic analysis requires utilizing and integrating
all seven aspects presented in this article. As therapists, we need to incorporate
all seven aspects without eliminating or leaving any of them out. Our ability to
weave these aspects into the therapy correlates to our effectiveness as therapists.
Integrating these varied and rich facets makes Bioenergetic Analysis an exquisite
amalgam, unique and different from any other form of therapy.
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